100 VeARrs




To Our Forefathers,
Who Blazed The Trail

Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre
September 1994
2" Edition: April 1999
3" Edition: December 2004

EURERBERIRZ

D DAY
=N E A B

NAEMA - 8 2 g
“EEWMESTZA - B

Our Chosen Land




PrelaCE .

Part .

Part Il.

V1.

VI

The History of Chinese Canadians
in Canada

1858-1884: Period of Free Entry..........

(1) Coming to Canada

(2) Where the Original Immigrants
Came from

(3) Reasons for Coming to Canada

1885-1923: The Chinese Immigration
ActandHead Tax.................o.

1923-1946: The Era of Exclusion - The
Dark Age in the History of Chinese
Immigration to Canada....................

1947-1967. Repeal of the Chinese
Exclusion Act. .o,

1967-Present: Current Contemporary
Immigration.............c.oo

The Evolution of the Chinese
Community in Calgary

Chinatown Development................
) Colgory Pioneers from the Orient
) 1892 Smallpox Riot

} The First Chinatown

) The Second Chinatown

) The Third Chinatown (Present

Chinatown)
(6) Chinatown's Survival and
Expansion

(1
(2
(3
(4
(5

Employment and Occupations ........

Formation and Clans of Family
Organization.............oooo

Discrimination and Racism ...............
Dr. SUHAYOT Sen’s Visit to Calgary.......
Social Acceptance.........................

Immigrations from Hong Kong..........

CONCIUSION o

Appendix - Newspaper Clipping ................

Acknowledgements................o

i3 114
T

B NIEVN IN=o)iN

1858-1884 & EIE AJEIEHY.
() HEAIZEX

() FHARYEE A RS A (T
(3) #EARRINZEAWIFEA

1885-1923 = WRFF A 17 4 T8 I fBef Kz

N o
1923-1946  + #EBE ARG FC— 1E T2 )
HOSEREH

1947-1967 = 2P R )2 i vgiee..

1967 - HAE - SRR AL

iR IR

SR AR
N E I

(2) 1892 TR R TG 2L

(3) Bl AdT

4) ﬁa';ﬂﬁl%)\ﬁj ,

) Ei,:flT‘)\fﬁ( =P UNET)

ORGPNGM w:ﬁu«

R O
[V b e
BB b

I U P L R AN 3

R LS 2 U

MR

L




Preface

Our Chosen Land - 100 years of development of the Chinese community in
Calgary exhibition is dedicated to the early Chinese immigrants who first settled
in Calgary more than 100 years ago. It is also a fribute to the Calgary
Centennial Celebration, as the Chinese community has contributed to the
development of Calgary since ifs inception.

The exhibition is divided into two main parts. "The History of Chinese Canadians
in Canada"” explores the background of the Chinese immigrants to Canada
and the general conditions they experienced, while the “The Evolution of the
Chinese Community in Calgary” focuses mainly on the development of
Calgary's Chinatown.

Although the exhibition follows a chronology of events from 1858 to the
present, much of the emphasis is on the early years. The history of Chinese in
Canada can generally be divided into five periods:

1. 1858 to 1885 Initial Arrival

2. 1885101923 The Chinese Immigration Act and the
Head Tax

3. 1923 to 1946 The Era of Exclusion - The Dark Age in
the History of Chinese Immigrant to
Canada.

4, 194610 1967 Repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act

and Family Unification
5. 1967 to present Prosperity Under a New Environment
It is our hope fthat through this exhibition, we will all have a better
understanding of the history of Chinese people in Canada, their heritage, their

unique culture and above all their immense confributions fo Canada in spite of
the injustices, hostilities and hardships they faced.

The Editorial Team

Our Chosen Land
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The History of Chinese Canadians In Canada

1858-1884: Period of Free Entry

Coming to Canada

Canada has been enriched by one of the
most colorful cultures in the world - the culture
of China.

During the nineteenth century there two waves
of Chinese immigration info Canada. The first
occurred during the Fraser River gold rush of
1858. In June of 1858, Hop Kee & Co. of San
Francisco agreed to pay shipping agent Allan
Lowe $3,500 to bring 300 Chinese and 50 tons
of merchandise to Fort Victoria on Vancouver
Island, plus an extra twenty dollars for each

Chinese working at gold mine
(ERERS T

additional passenger. Throughout the summer
and fall, scores of Chinese arrived at Victoria
from Cadlifornia, while later, others came
directly from Guangdond.

By the early 1860s there were about 7,000
Chinese in B.C., the majority working in the
gold mines. Chinese workers were poorly paid,
receiving meager daily wages, most of which
went to paying for room and board.

The second wave of Chinese immigrafion fo
Canada was in the 1880s when Chinese
laborers were recruited to build the British
Columbia sections of the Canadian Pacific
Railway. Andrew Onderdonk, the contractor
responsible for the project, arranged for over
18,000 Chinese men fo come to Canada.
Although some of these workers came from
the United States, most arrived directly from

6

China aboard chartered ships.

Glenbow Archives NA-387-27

Chinese section men on hand cars, CP Railway (1886)
— NN BTSRRI T

The lives of the Chinese laborers were
miserable. An estimated 1,500 Chinese died
from hardship, disease and exposure during
the construction of the railway; almost four
Chinese perished for every mile of the
Canadian Pacific Railway constructed.

Where the Original Immigrants Came From

Most Chinese immigrants to Canada came
from an area in the southern coastal province
of Guangdong called Siyi, or the four counties
(Taishan,  Kaiping, Xinhui  and  Enping).
Taishanese, the most distinctive sub-dialect of
Cantonese, is spoken in these four adjacent
counties.  Of the immigrants from Siyi, the
Taishan people outnumbered those from all
other counties. Also significant in terms of
emigration to Canada is the region called
Sanyi (the Three Counties). The region

Glenbow Archives NA-3489-26

N ECTAST A S
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway car in British Columbia
B G — 8
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surrounds Guangzhou and consists of three
adjacent counties: Shunde, Nanhai and
Panyu. Their dialects are very similar to the
Cantonese dialect.

Reasons for Coming to Canada

In the nineteenth century massive problems
stfruck China. Overpopulation (between 1787
and 1850 Guangdong's population almost
doubled from sixteen to twenty-eight million)
made farm land scarce, and the land owners
charged their peasant-tenants very high rents.
Poverty and hunger increased dramatically.
Wage-labor jobs became scarce after China's
defeat in the First Opium War (1839-1842) when
four new freaty ports were opened, diverting
trade away from Guangdong, and putting
many people out of work., Lower priced
foreign manufactured goods also undercut the
native Chinese product industry.

Law and order broke down when the Taiping
Rebellion swepft through China between 1850
and 1864. Over 20 million people were killed (a

1885-1923:
The Chinese Immigration Act and
Head Tax

Completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway in
late 1885 came at the same time an economic
depression hit British Columbia. Thousands of
Chinese were left unemployed. They moved
eastward for survival, some coming to Alberta
as ranch cooks, kiftchen help, or to open cafes
and laundries, while others continued on to
Montreal and Toronto.

The first major law limiting Chinese immigration,
the Dominion Immigration Act of 1885, was
enacted as the railroad neared completion.
For years there had been strident calls from
white British Columbians to restrict the entry of
the Chinese who were accused of driving out
white laborers and pushing down wages
because they worked at lower rates.

Under this Act, Chinese entering Canada were
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horrifically high number when compared to
Canada’s present population of 30 million)
and the ongoing warfare prevented farmers
from maintaining their fields and harvests.
Banditry and piracy grew under a weakened
central government, and peasants also faced
natural disasters such as floods and droughts.
These crises forced many Guangdong
residents tfo emigrate, with the intention of
eventually returning.

Immigration Act in 1923
LRI R

required to pay a head tax of $50, and no
inbound ship could carry more than one
Chinese per fifty tons. The tax was raised to
$100 in 1900 and increased to $500 in 1903. A
total of 24 million was paid out by the Chinese
for the Head Tax from 1885 to 1923. No other
immigrant group was ever forced to pay such
a fee to enter Canada.

Many white Canadians thought the head tax
insufficient, and in scattered locations across
the country, riots and disturbances heralded
a growing discontent with immigration

Our Chosen Land
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policies. Between 1875 and 1923, the
Legislative Assembly of British Columbia
passed numerous laws against  the
Chinese.  For example, Chinese were
prohibited from being hired on public
works projects in 1897. The 1920 provincial
Election Act reaffirmed that all Chinese
were disqualified from voting.

Summary of Pre-1923 Period

The Chinese first came to Canada in 1858
to work in the gold mines of the Fraser
Valley. However, it was not until the
construction of the CPR that there was
large scale Chinese immigration. Once
the railway was completed, successive
legislative regulations and laws were
enacted with the purpose of discouraging
Chinese immigratfion. The Head Tax
imposed on the Chinese was increased

from $50 in 1885, to $100 in 1900, and finally
to $500 in 1904. With continued protests
and agitation against Chinese
immigration, a Chinese exclusion law was
enacted in 1923 which barred the entry of
all Chinese.

This segment covers a period of sixty-five
years from 1858 to 1923, in which the
Chinese were intensively subjected to
legislative controls.
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1923-1946:
Era of Exclusion-Dark Age in the
History of Chinese Immigration to
Canada

The climax of anti-Chinese feelings came in
1923 when the House of Commons infroduced
the Chinese Immigration Bill. Under this Act,
people of Chinese origin or descent were
prohibited from coming intfo Canada except
for consular officials, children born in Canada,
merchants, and university students.  Every
Chinese in Canada had to register with the
Ministry of Immigration and Colonization before
he left the country and was permitted to leave
Canada for two years; if he did not return to
Canada within two years, he would not be
allowed back in. The Act virtually halted
Chinese immigration.

The Chinese Immigration Act also created «
bachelor's community. Many married Chinese
men, separated from their wives and children,
could not lead a normal family life in Canada.
The head tax made it impossible for an
average worker to be able to afford the
passage money and the head tax for his wife
and other family members. A Chinese
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immigrant who left China as a teenager often
returned to get married in his early 20s. He then
came back to Canada where he would
continue to work, leaving family behind. He
might visit his family once or twice later to have
children, but the Chinese Immigration Act left
him little hope of bringing his family to Canada.
He could only send money to support them.

1947-1967:
Repeal of Chinese Exclusion Act

1947 was a major turning point in Chinese-
Canadian history. During World War Il, Chinese
was Canada's ally and many Chinese-
Canadians contributed to the war effort. Five
hundred Canadian-born Chinese volunteered
to fight in the Pacific War and the Chinese
community in Victoria bought 20% of dll
Canadian Victory Bonds, nearly $10 million
worth.

The change from an inhospitable to a more
accepting aftitude  towards  Chinese
Canadians in such a short tfime was
overwhelming. In 1947, the Parliament of
Canada had repealed the  Chinese
Immigration Act, ending a 24-year ban on

. -

MAY WA

Certificate of Canadian Citizenship
MELLRFEE

12

Our Chosen Land




1923-1946 -
HEFhF 1 - IITE

Glenbow Archives NC-53.94

IIFRES
Rl
- A
(1905

fE— U A S TEbRACE NIRRT LN
P B T TS - (EMEEET - 3 N8t
MDA » RSB B~ ENIEHAR N © 16 )
KBS  frot 3 BRI B
R R USRI - ERSHIUE AT -
BRI RAA AL T AR -

Chinese cook in Calgary.
! The white

¥° balls inside the pan

are actually hailstones

YR BIERT - TR
FaEpEtiEaYy - TR

e

41

BRSBTS ) GBI - A0
VLR A ASHEB T AR 0 S5 15
L  NSBRRIIEA » (5 000 T A A
S5 IR A SR B - BRE DRI
A AR SRS IR R
IR < ZEP — 2 HE RIS — - DLk
SEHEF T RIS - 4 M IR

1947-1967 -
T HN G

— AR
SRENES L
b — (RS - 1
HoAM AR
2 % A
Wk REBIEA
e A B
Sy - Heb
KF P — 1 |
WA E %4
SN -
BRET - Btk - B
7 8% 17 49 15 F1)
% EipL
A 25 1] 5 1 9
TR
—F T -

—HPUEE - BEE
T TEHEEA :
EQHINERNFE A
T RE AU
B - it E A

Glenbow Archives NA-3186-1

A Calgary lawyer& his Chinese houseboy
IR — (A R E A

| %8 APy REE
BINER ¢ A
BLEF B EE AR
JES SR IE -

i B 4t 7 £
i 3 NFE R
FAL A A ) I
IR NN
R EN TRy
AINESR - i H A
A BRI S 3 B
Y5 B AR 2 AT
PR - FTE— L

=

Arthives NA-3
A Chinese boy in Calgary
HEn by Y

[ERRIEE~

13




Chinese immigration to Canada. The Chinese
in British Columbia were finally allowed to vote
in 1947.

The Canadian govermnment did not lift all
restrictions on Chinese immigration, however,
as only the spouses and minor unmarried
children of Chinese-Canadians were allowed

_ Pmpy
# GlenbowArehives NA-2307:30
Lee Bang, Chinese at Calgary (1893)
— \NEF-FHERE

to immigrate. At the same time, there was
relatively free immigration to Europe and the
United States. It was not until 1967 when
Canada adopted a universal point system of
assessing potential immigrants, that Chinese
were admitted under the same criferia as
people of other origins.

1967-Present:
Current Contemporary Immigration

As a result of changing immigration policies,
the Chinese population increased after 1967.
After a century of restrictions, Chinese began
to be recognized as part and parcel of life in
Canada. However, they sill faced many social
obstacles. In 1979, reacting to the public
affairs program, W5, which depicted Chinese
students as foreigners taking away university
places from white Canadians, Chinese-
Canadians across the country demonstrated
against the Canadian Television network,
which finally issued a public apology. In 1984,
the increase in Chinese population in
Scarborough, Ontario, led to a racially biased
public outcry against the Chinese, blaming

14

them as the cause of parking and ftraffic
problems in the area.

Recently, immigration policy was changed to
accommodate business immigrants. Wealthy

formed Hong Kong residents moving fo
affluent  west  side  neighborhoods in
Vancouver, have

experienced  hostility

=4 he—d
7

Lee Bang, Chinese at Calgary (1893)
— NAEF RIS

towards the luxury and glamour of their
mansion-style homes. Yet the Hong Kong
immigrants have brought substantial capital to
Canada; $658 million in 1990 alone from just
455 enfrepreneur immigrants.  The immigrants
from Hong Kong have injected a huge amount
of capital into  housing and business
developments in Canada, especially in British
Columbia.

Historical facts suggest that the road towards
equality had been hazardous. After over a
century of being in Canada, Chinese
Canadians were eventually being accepted
by all levels of society as equals. The Chinese
had moved into a new era. They are being
treated equally, and are expected to act and
participate in  the shaping of Canada.
Canada is fill a very young and growing
country. By participating actively Chinese
Canadians can help mould a new and unique
Canadian identity based on many ethnic
cultures.  This is a challenge not only for
Chinese but also for all cultural groups. By
joining together we can create a unique
Canadian culture and make Canada a land
of hope.

Our Chosen Land
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Chinatown Development

Calgary Pioneers from the Orient

There is no record of the arrival of the first
Chinese in Calgary. It appears, however, the
Chinese pioneers were in the Calgary area by
early 1885. Unlike the Chinese in  British
Columbia, the Chinese on the prairies were not
associated with gold mining, coal mining or
railway construction. These pioneer Chinese
are believed to have found jobs on nearby
cattle ranches, worked as cooks, houseboys or
opened up their own businesses, especially
laundries. In 1888 several Chinese laundries
had been operating for some time in Calgary.

1892 Smallpox Riot

In 1892, it became dramatically clear that the
Chinese were not welcome residents of
Calgary. In June, a Chinese working at «
laundry contracted smallpox after a visit to
Vancouver several weeks earlier. When he fell
il he was attended to by friends, but the
building and all ifs contents were burned by
civic authorities, and all its occupants were
quarantined in an empty shack outside town.

Nice Chinese fell ill, and three dies later. The
town's citizen alleged that the disease was
brought by the Chinese and spread by their
unhygienic living condifions.

When the four Chinese in quarantine were
released on August 2, a mob of over 300 men
smashed the doors and windows of all the
Chinese laundries to drive the Chinese out of
town. The mob then ransacked the Chinese
district, destroying property, assaulting Chinese
residents and looting. The police were not
brought until the riot had finished its rampage.

The Chinese community was badly shaken up
by the violence and many spent the next few
nights at the Mounted Police barracks or at the
homes of clergymen. The North West Mounted
Police patrolled the town for three weeks 1o
protect Chinese Calgarians against any further
attack.
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The Evolution of the Chinese Community in Calgary

“Chinatown has been revitalized more in Calgary
than anywhere else in North America. No other
Chinatown has these things happening.”

The First Chinatown

Calgary's first Chinatown, established in the
early 1890s, was located on the corner of
Centre Street South and Ninth Avenue East,
across from the Canadian Pacific Railway
station. By 1900, it consisted of two restaurants,
a hand laundry, two groceries and a twenty-
bed rooming house. Behind one restaurant
was a community room, where Chinese
gathered to socialize.

After 1901, increasing number of Chinese
arrived in Calgary and a larger Chinatown was
required. The first Chinatown could not
expand, due to its restricted location, so a
second Chinatown was born.

Charlie Leroy, one
of the many first
pioneer, came to
Banff in 1885 and
built the National
Park hotel in
1887, the forerun-
ner of the Alberta
Hotel. This is now
{1972] known as
the Cascade
hotel.
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The Second Chinatown

In 1901, Dr. J.C. Herdman, the minister of Knox
Presbyterian Church, tried in vain fo get aroom
for mission work in Chinatown. Local people
did not support the idea of infroducing
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European Masonic emblem on tombstone in Chinese cemetery, Calgary
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Christianity to unassimilated Chinese. Mayor
Thomas Underwood offered to rent him a small
wooden building on 1st Street SW. , near 10th
Avenue S.W., at a reduced rate. Reverend
Herdman also rented nearby properties to
Chinese businessmen, and another Chinatown
emerged around the mission. Thus, by 1910,
Calgary had two small Chinatowns separated
by the railway tracks. The second Chinatown
consisted of twelve businesses, severdl
community rooms and rooming facilities,
established around the Chinese Mission on 10th
Avenue S.W., between Centre and Third
Streets.

The Third Chinatown (Present Chinatown)

In 1910, Calgary's second Chinatown wdads
forced to relocate. In June, the Canadian
Northern Railway announced it proposed route
into the city and proposed construction of a
hotel-deport near the second Chinatown site.
Property values in the two Chinatowns soared,
and the non-Chinese owners of the real estate

- : {concerned sold their
holdings and expelled the
Chinese. Because of this
expulsion, several wealthy
Chinese decided to buy

: their own property
elsewhere for a new
e Chinatown.  This necessity

to move laid the
oundations for the present-

« For $18,000, a group of
™ Chinese bought land on

Centre Street at  2nd

Avenue S.E.. For another

$22,000 they built a two-
storey brick building (sfill standing) that had
stores on the ground level and living quarters
upstairs. The area was considered a ‘cheap
dumping ground' because it was near the
dwellings of low income families. Thus, by the
early 1910s, the first two Chinatown were gone
and the present day Chinafown in Calgary
had begun.

Oi Kwan Mansion in
Chinatown, Calgary
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Chinatown's Survival and Expansion

In the mid 1960s, there were direct threats fo
the existence of Chinatown. City planners
came close to demolishing Chinatown. In 1965
a proposal to build an extension to the Bow

18

Trail through Chinatown from east fo west
threatened to destroy the area. Then, City Hall
proposed that major freeways be laid down
through the district's core. Finally, in 1967 a
new Centre Street Bridge was recommended -
another serious threat to Chinatown. Had the
proposal been implemented, Chinatown
would have ceased to exist.

The Chinatown community demonstrated its
resiience by organizing opposition to these
proposals. Determined efforts by the

Z{EEASEIER

community as a whole led to the city agreeing
by 1971 to leave Chinatown infact - for the
time being.

In 1973 third civic freeway proposal was made
public. The community again successfully
fought the proposal. In 1974, the city was
persuaded to officially designate boundaries
for Chinatown. They ran from the riverbank to
4th Avenue S.W. and from 2nd Street S.E. to
2nd Street S.W.. A design brief, calling for the
revitalization of Chinatown, was officially
approved in 1976.

In 1974 work began on the Harry Hays Building,
a major federal government structure
occupying a full block of Chinatown. Some
180 Chinatown residents had to be relocated.

in 1976, Oi Kwan Place, a senior citizen's

Our Chosen Land
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residence, was completed.
In 1978 construction began on a building
owned by Mah Society.

In 1979, Bowside Manor, a federal government
subsidized project was completed. At roughly
the same time, various other business were
started in Chinatown.

The boom of the early 1980s brought another
threat to Chinatown from developers seeking
new lands for downtown office towers. They
wanted to have extremely high density
buildings that would threaten the integrity and
character of this distinctive district.

The autumn of 1982 was a crifical time for
Calgary's Chinatown. Under the land-use
redesignation proposal as originally presented
to City Council by the Ratepayer's Association,
land use in Chinafown would have been
rezoned to an unreasonable high density, in
effect making Chinatown an extension of the
city core. Chinatown would eventually
disintegrate and disappear in the process.
Strong opposition to such a proposal was
mounted by a small group of community
minded people to save Chinatown.

Through weekly meetings and continuous
negotiations over the course of a year and ¢
half between the Chinese community, the
landowners and City officials, an Area
Redevelopment Plan (ARP) for Chinatown was
unanimously accepted by all parties involved
in the process. As a result, two major
community projects  were  successfully
completed in the ensuing years. A nine million
dollar senior housing project, Wah Ying
Mansion, was completed in 1988 and a ten
million dollar Calgary landmark, the Chinese
Cultural Centre, was completed in 1992

Landowners and developers also responded
by building new properties to meet the
growing needs of a revitalized Chinatown. In
just a few short years, the area had turned into

one of

the cleanest and most orderly

1 Chinese Public School,
Calgary (1966)

I L IR (1966)

Residence in Chinatown
(1966)

R A E AT
(1966) §

Glenbow Archives NA-2648-47

developed Chinatowns anywhere,

When a group of community-minded
individuals committed themselves to
undertake the Chinese Cultural Centre project,
they shared a common vision that a properly
established cultural centre could help to fulfill
the aspirations of their community. Given the
opportunity and good leadership, the
community could channel its energy and
resources fo accomplish many meaningful
objectives.

* Linda Mae's restaurant,
Chinatown (1967)

FIRRE A ETE (1967)

The fact that it has taken only eight years to
turn the Cultural Centre from pure concept
into a magnificent landmark in extremely
adverse economic conditions is vivid testimony
to courage, confidence, determination and
resourcefulness of the Chinese community.

Glenbosw Archives NA2645-46

Twin Houses in
Calgary Chinatown 8

(1969 N

FIUE A HTHR
(1969)
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Jade Palace
restaurant,
Chinatown

Restaurants
and stores in
Chinatown,
Calgary
(1967)
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Fiat iron

Building,
Chinatown,
Calgary (1966)
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g, Calgary, Alberta (1954)
#1(1954)
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allowance of only $1.12 per week, but single
non-Chinese received $2.50 per week. Chinese
dissatisfaction with discrimination directed to
them grew. Their protests were totally ignored.

in 1937, about 80 unemployed Chinese staged
a lie-down protest on streetcar fracks,
demanding $2.50 per week. Nothing resulted
from this. Peaceful sit-down protests continued
throughout January. In February, a similar
protest tumed violent and 13 Chinese were
arrested,

The Chinese cause garnered support from
other groups, such as Co-operative
Commonweadlth Federation. They pressed the
Chinese case for justice and finally the
government raised the relief payment to $2.12
per week, still less than that for non-Chinese.

A substantial change in the general public
attitudes toward the Chinese developed
during the Second World War. China and
Canada were Allied powers, and Canadians
were sympathetic to the suffering of the
Chinese population under Japanese
occupation and aggression. In 1937 a Pan-
Alberta Anti-Japanese League was formed,
with headquarters in Calgary. From 1937 to
1945 Calgary's Chinese alone raised over
$200,000 for China relief.

After the war, attitude toward Canadian
Chinese were much improved. Overt racism
had become extremely unpopular because of
the Nazis' racial doctrines, and in 1947 the
Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed. Many
Chinese families in Calgary were reunited.

Increasing acceptance and appreciation of
the Chinese was demonstrated, for example,
in a Calgary Herald editorial in 1952, “The
extent to which the citizens of Chinese
ancestry have been assimilated into [our]
society accepting many of its forms while
never losing touch with the greatness of their
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Chinese gardeners
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Chinese kitchen staff at General
Hospital, Calgary (1903-1907)
bl —~RIBEFEMIETEE (1903-1907)
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KungFu demonstration in Calgary Chinatown
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Chinese servant in Alberta
R

Wing Chong faundry, High River, Alberta. This
laundry was established in 1912 and
operated until the early 1970's.
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Chinese Floats in a Edmonton parade

Chinese restaurant, Lacombe, Alberta
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Employment and Occupations

Cultural barriers and the  ongoing
discrimination forced most early Chinese
immigrants to work at menial jobs.

Many opened \qundries during the early 1900s,
and until about 1940, a Chinese hand laundry
could be found in almost every hamlet and
town in Alberta. Chinese restaurants and
Chinese grocery stores ranked second and
third in ferms of Chinese businesses, with
Chinese restaurant as the major source of
employment.

Chinese had to work very hard to make a
living. Restaurants and groceries had to open
early in the morning and close late in the
evening in order to make a profit. There were
no brakes: non-stop work seven days a week.
Everybody worked fifteen to eighteen hours d
day and received twenty-five fo thirty dollars
per monih. Laundry work Wwds especially
wearisome, because it meani the soaking,
scrubbing and ironing of clothing solely by
hand.

There were a few other occupations available
to Chinese, such as hotel workers, laborers,
market gardeners and domestic servants. In
the countryside, Chinese cook were hired by
ranchers.

After 1900 a great number of Chinese in
Calgary were employed as domestic servants,
catering to the needs of wealthy Calgarians.
Paid twenty-five dollars a month, a Chinese
houseboy was quick to give courteous service,
and generally worked hard.

Formation and Clans of
Family Organization

From 1910 to 1930, significant organizations of
the Calgary Chinese community were
established, such as the Chi Gong Tong, the
Chinese National League, the Chinese Public
School, and the Mah Society. The Chinese
YMCA., known as the Calgary Chinese Mission,
was organized in Chinatown as well. If
established Canada's first all-Chinese hockey
team.

in establishing the structure of their community,
Chinese adapted traditional institutions to the
Canadian environment. Tongs, mutual aid
associations, offered frugal accommodationin
rooming houses, help finding jobs, or
sustenance when job couldn't be found. The
tongs were effective that until the Depression
the Chinese community to0 pride in the fact
that not one Chinese-Canadian in Calgary
had received charity or been d public charge.
Even when unemployed Chinese rarely
resorted  to accepting relief during the
Depression of the 1930s, they continued to rely
on the tongs for food and shelter, as the
government, for some reason, gave Chinese
half the relief money allocated to other
Canadians.

Calgary's clan associations, which are d
crucial component of community life, are
composed of member who have the same
family name. Clan associations of today fulfill
fewer functions than they did many years ago,
but they still play a definite role. Because of the
large number of immigrants who have settled
in Calgary during the last twenty years, new
clan associations have been established.
Today there are approximately sixty Chinese
organizafions  in Calgary:  various family
associations, church groups, athletic  clubs,
professional and business associations. There
are also Chinese schools teaching Cantonese
and Mandarin. Annudl events such as the
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Delegates to meeting of Chinese freemasons
NP AR ARG HRE

Spring Festival, and other multicultural activities
are supported by the entire community fo
retain its fascinating culture.

Discrimination and Racism

About 4,000 Chinese had made their home in
Alberta when the Chinese Exclusion Act was
passed in 1923. Many Chinese were separated
from their wives and loved ones for many
years, if not forever. Chariie Chew, for
example, was married in China in 1925.1n 1930,
as he recounted, ‘I wrote to Ottawa
requesting that my wife be allowed to enfer
Canada. Ottawa refused, so | had to travel all
the way fo China fo have a child.” Not until
1988 would Mr. Chew again see his wife. Affer
a fifty-eight year separation, she as finally
permitted to join him. For the first half of the
century, there were only a dozen Chinese
families in Calgary amid several hundred
married bachelors.

During the period between World Wars One
and Two, there was definite job discrimination
against Chinese in Alberta. Mrs. Helen Mock
completed high school in Calgary and then
sought employment. Although she had faken
a business in high school, she could not obtain
an office job. She believed that there was
definitely discrimination at that time against
Chinese who were looking for jobs. Finally she
got a job in a knitfing factory - working for
Chinese people.

Mrs. Alice Louie-Byne was born in Canada.
One of her sisters received training in nursing.
But she said that no one in Calgary would
employ her sister in nursing because she wds
Chinese. She had to leave Calgary and went

to work in a small town. Referring fo her own
bitter experience, Mrs. Louse-Byne said that
nobody could get good jobs in those days if
you were Chinese. She wanted to write a civil
service examination to fry to secure d
government job but they would not let her do
s0. All doors were closed.

The first generation of Chinese Canadians who
grew up in the city’s Chinatown faced a grim
future, as racial discrimination made it literally
impossible for them to work in mainstream
businesses outside Chinatown. Many looked to
China for work. The ones that were of school
age often were sent to China for education in
the hope of getting away from the
discriminatory environment.

In Calgary, residents occasionally attempted
to persuade the city fo intfroduce and enforce
restrictive  measures  directed against  the
Chinese community. In 1913 for instance, d
group of citizens suggested that all Chinese
residents be finger-printed and photographed
for ready identification. The incensed Chinese
community held meetings and denounced the
scheme as undemocratic. The proposal was
dropped. In 1916, a garage on the outskirts of
Chinatown was purchased by Chinese
residents, who converfed it info a Chinese
theatre. A lobby of Calgary cifizens opposed
to the location of the theatre and demanded
that the city council pass a by-law prohibiting
the theatre's existence, but the council voted
down the proposal.

Dr. Sun Yat Sen's Visit to Calgary

Flenbow Archives ND-3=1443b ,

Group with Chinese Consul, Edmonton, Alberta (
TR IR R TR LB 1912)

1929)
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Opening of Chinese National Building, Calgary, Alberta (1954)

R 8 R TRRA 1A(1954)

In April 1911, Calgary and Vancouver were the
only fwo Canadian cities visited by Dr. Sun Yat
sen, the founder of the Chinese Natfional
League, during his third visit to Canada.
supported by the Chi Gong Tong, Sun was
raising funds for his revolution to overthrow the
Ching Dynasty.

The Manchu government had a price on his
head, but it couldn’t stop him from addressing
a rally at the downtown Orpheum Theatre
(formerly at 703 centre Street, S.), attending
banquets in his honor where the Ho Won
Restaurant is now (210 Centre Street, S.), and
speaking at Louie Kheong's grocery, now the
Gee Gong Restaurant (206C Centre St. S.). The
Chinese community raised over a thousand
dollars for Sun’s cause and today Chinese
Calgarians can see€ Calgary's name on d
monument in Canton that commemorates the
last daring uprising before the final overthrow
of the Manchus. Two yedrs after Sun's visit, the
Chinese National League was founded in
Calgary.

Social Acceptance

As the Great Depression worsened in the 1930s,
many Chinese In Calgary lost their jobs.
Chinaftown's various associations could nof
cope with the demands upon them. By 1931
there were about 1,000 Chinese in Calgary,
making it the largest Chinese community in the
province.

Late in 1931 Chinese began applying for relief.

A NA-5600-78520

Unemployed single men were granted an
allowance of only $1.12 per week, but single
non-Chinese received $2.50 per week. Chinese
dissatisfaction with discrimination directed to
them grew. Their profests were totally ignored.

In 1937, about 80 unemployed Chinese staged
a lie-down protest on streetcar  fracks,
demanding $2.50 per week. Nothing resulted
from this. Peaceful sit-down protests continued
throughout January. in February, a similar
protest furned violent and 13 Chinese were
arrested.

The Chinese cause garnered support from
other groups, such Qs Co-operative
Ccommonwealth Federation. They pressed the
Chinese case for justice and finally the
government raised the relief payment o $2.12
per week, still less than that for non-Chinese.

A substantial change in the general public
attitudes toward the Chinese developed
during the second World War. China and
Canada were Allied powers, and Canadians
were sympathetfic to the suffering of the
Chinese population under Japanese
occupation and aggression. In 1937 a Pan-
Alberta Anfi-Japanese League Was formed,
with headquarters in Calgary. From 1937 to
1945 Calgary's Chinese alone raised over
$200,000 for China relief.

After the war, atfitude toward Canadian
Chinese were much improved. Overt racism -
had become extremely unpopular because of 1|
the Nazs' racial doctrines, and in 1947 the {
Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed. Many
Chinese families in Calgary were reunited.

Increasing acceptance and appreciation of
the Chinese wds demonsirated, for example,
in a Calgary Herald editorial in 1952. “The |
extent to which the citizens of Chinese |
ancestry have been assimilated info [our] |
society accepting many of its forms while §
never losing fouch with the greatness of their
own culture is a pattern of
immigration...” Because of previous affitudes,
such an editorial would not have appeared
hefore the Second World war.

Warlime co-operation  wds not the only
influence on white Canadian attitudes. The
emergence of family life and higher living
standards  amongd Canadian-bormn  Chinesé
and Chinese immigrants were also a powerful
force.
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Calgary Stampede parade (1946) with Chinese participants
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Immigrants from Hong Kong

In 1967 the Canadian government adopted a
new immigration policy which gave people
from all parts of the world an equal opportunity
to qualify for admission. For the first time in
Canadian  history,  prospective  Chinese
immigrants were treated exactly the same as
immigrants of other nationalities and were

selected for admission  according to
education, training, skills, and other criteria
inked to economic and manpower
requirements.

During the 1970s and 1980s, Chinese
communities in Calgary experienced
significant  growth, primarily because  of

emigrants from Hong Kong. Unlike the early
Chinese pioneers, many of them were
independent immigrants and were admitted
according to their educational background,
occupational skills, knowledge of English, and
personal  qualities. Most  of them were
professionals such as doctors, engineers, and
architects. A considerable number of Chinese
immigrants from Hong Kong were
entrepreneurs of moderate or great wealth
who set up businesses and created
employment in  Canada; their businesses
ranged from restaurants to banking and their
influence is seen today in all walks of life.

1973, a provision in the Immigration Act
permitted permanent residency to any person
who had been in Canada on or before 30
November 1973, including visitors and students.
As a result, many Chinese students from Hong
Kong and other places became landed
immigrants.

n 1980 a new ‘investor' immigrant category
was infroduced. This program has attracted
many wealthy Hong Kong Enfrepreneurs and
investors to Canada. Those entrepreneur
immigrants have helped Canadian industries
get back on their feet. For example, in 1987 Li
Ka Shing, a Hong Kong bilionaire, purchased
52% of Calgary-based Husky Oil Lid.. In April
1988 Li's company, Concord Pacific
Developments Ltd., purchased the 85-hectare
site of Expo '86 on the north shore of False
Creek for $320 milion. These investments
helped range of financing and helped create
jobs in the country.

because of the

In Calgary's Chinatown,

expected influx of large numbers of immigrants
from Hong Kong, developers and businessmen
have increased their investments. In the
coming future, Chinatown will go through more
drastic changes. The population is continuing
to increase; as a result, there wil be more
commercial developments and more business
leading fo an even more vibrant community.

Conclusion

The history of the Chinese in Calgary in the last
100 years, just like Chinese everywhere in
Canada, is mostly a story of racial oppression,
denial of civil rights and many years of
systematic discrimination created by the host
community and a succession of governments
at all levels for most of the century.

Ffrom the time the first Chinese set food in
Canada more than 100 years ago, they have
been met with extreme cruelty and hostility
from the white majority. The xenophobic
attitudes of the host country, particularly in the
first half of this century, had caused the early
Chinese seftlers an experience of mental and
physical suffering and indignity that no other
minority group in the history of Canada had
ever encountered.

Through  their unique characteristics  of
sacrifice, perseverance and hard work, the
Chinese managed fo survive over d half
century of injustice and hardship at the hand of
the host country. Notwithstanding the ordeal,
they made a significant contribution to the
building of Canada, from the gold rush in the
Fraser Valley and the construction of the most
treacherous portion of the Canadian Pacific
Railway in British, through their efforts during the
second World War, to their presence in many
fields today.

With the changing attitude of the white
majority after the Second World War, and the
subsequent introduction of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms and official policies of
multiculturalism. and a more equitable and
enlightened immigration policy, the Chinese
began fo prosper. Just as Canada is focusing
s attention on the economic powerhouse of
eastern Asia, Chinese Canadians are injecting
a new vitality info Canadian society, which will
have a profound, far reaching and posifive
effect for Canada as it enters the 21st century.
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lenbow Archives PA-3441-43

Chinese Public School directors display model of new school, Calgary
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Appendix - Calgary Heald September 28, 1992
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$10-million centre unveiled

“Ten years of hard work has finally come to fruition’

By Kim Liza Chan, a

Lunman . . six-year vol-

{Horald wiited) unteer and
A 10-year-old

member of
dream came Calgary's
true in China- 70,000-plus
town Sunday as Chinese com-
the $10-million munity who
Calgary has devoted
Chinese Cul- many hours
tural Centre to the build-
was unveiled

ing of the
amid a festive centre.

barrage of bal- “This 18
loons, firecrack- more of a
ers, dancers, symbol to us
homing pigeons of unity,” she
and cheers. said.

“Ten years of “This is

the first time
ever there's
been a cul-
tural centre
here. We are
united.”

“Tt's a very

hard work has
finally come to
fruition,” Victor
Mah, president
of the Calgary
Chinese Cultur-
al Centre Ass-
ociation, told happy day
the 2é000~strd<;ng N : for us,” said
crowd attending Raymond
the outdoor Peter Mah, Calgary Hereld Liagg, who
g;anc}ll opelning SHOWPIECE CELEBRATIONS: Colorful dancers parade through Chinatown came to
of the long- : ; Calgary fro
Yne tures are planned to promote public . gary lrom
et B Calgarians and visi- PUHCAPAIOn S cenire events. opening ceremons b e it and
vors alike new opportunities for edu- The showpiece of the three-storey, ﬁ{’m_“?g :}x:relxénény Yxlte is wiie an
cational and cultural enrichment 50,000-square-foot structure at 18t St "y ome a\;tg d g : there'
s of their heritage and back- S.W. and Daqing Avenue is the Great © are 50 excile ecause theres
regar o E® Cultural Hall topped by a hand-craft- a new home for us. .
grounas. Fok. th Ithy H - ed ceiling and dome modelled after A banquet was held Sunday night
Henry Yok, the We; t b};d 00§ ¢he Temple of Heaven in Reijing, 2t the centre with a performance by
Kong businessman who dona $1.51; China. the Guangdong Television Perfor-
mxl}mn to complete the ;nammot The centre also has a tea house, mance Group. .
project, gaid the centre wxl.l promote  gymnasium, classrooms and a library. Guangdong is the Chinesé province
these culture and multicultural- Municipal, provincial and federal adjacent to Hong Kong.
ism. X politicians were on hand at the gala The celebration of the centre con-
“The cultural centre not only offers gpening. tinues throughout the week with per-
the local Chinese & place to get  Calgary Mayor Al Duerr called the formances by traditional Chinese
together . . . it invites others to centre “a dream renlized” and said it dancers and singers, Cantonese
explore Chinese culture,” hesaid. would be & vital new downtown operas and karate demonstrations to
A permanent collection of Chinese attraction for all Calgarians. be performed by several Calgary mar-

artifacts, on-going exhibits and lec-  “We finally have it," said an elated tial arts groups.”
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